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608,827 Population

69 Fatal Crashes in 2006

Total Public Road Mileage 14,260
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Evolution of the Program
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ROAD SAFETY AUDIT REVIEW
RSAR is a pro-active formal examination of an 
existing road in which an independent, multi-

discipline team reports on potential safety issues. 

"Independent" means that the members 
of the team will not be directly involved 
with the location being audited. 

Purpose: To provide technical assistance in 
identifying safety problems & offer suggestions 
for small low cost improvements 
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Local Input Team

– Local Coordinator
– Select Board Members
– Town Engineer
– Police, EMT 
– Other Local People

• Provide local perspective 
at commencement 
meeting

Audit Team

– Planning (non-local RPC/MPO)
– VTrans Design, Traffic Operations, Maintenance
– FHWA

• Perform a site visit and identify safety issues
• Come to a consensus with respect to solutions

(max of 6 members)

Responsible Entities

Any group who owns a roadway feature or who is 
responsible for making an improvement or initiating 
further studies

• Assess the viability of suggestions and provide a 
written response to the audit coordinator

• Schedule and/or perform the improvements if 
deemed necessary



Examples of 
Low Cost

Improvements



Berlin RSAR, 
Crosstown Road



Berlin RSAR, 
Crosstown Road
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After RSAR

Before/After Pictures
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Richmond RSAR, 
Hinesburg Road
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Sunderland RSAR, VT 
7a @ Bentley Hill Rd

Before/After Pictures



Eden RSAR, VT 100@  
East Hill Rd
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Grand Isle RSAR, US 2 @ 
Griswold Rd



South Burlington RSAR, 
Airport Parkway
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South Burlington RSAR, 
Airport Parkway
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What is Wrong Here?

Before RSAR

Shelburne RSAR, US 7 
@ Webster Rd



After RSAR

Shelburne RSAR, US 7 
@ Webster Rd

Remedial Action



Shelburne RSAR  
US 7 @ Webster Rd

Before/After Pictures

After 
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Before 
RSAR



Positive 
Outcomes



Positive Outcomes

Some Level of Education for Local Officials

Benefits for Towns with very Limited Staff

Holistic Approach and Product



Challenges



Challenges

Credible Team

Keep Enthusiasm

Define Expectations

Willingness of Towns

Funding for Implementation



New Directions



New Directions

High Risk Rural 
Roads Program

Problem Curves

Funding for Signs
Five Introductory Workshops

Team up with LTAP

RSA, Safety Concepts & HRRR

Conduct Some RSAs
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