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Goal:
Reduce injuries and fatalities with low-cost, 
quickly-implemented improvements.

What we review:
Existing road segments or intersections

Who is involved:
Multi-disciplinary team

Road Safety Audit ReviewsRoad Safety Audit Reviews
(RSARs)(RSARs)



RSARsRSARs
MultiMulti--disciplinarydisciplinary Team: SkillsTeam: Skills

Core skill set (every audit):

traffic operations

geometric design

road safety



RSARsRSARs
MultiMulti--disciplinarydisciplinary Team: SkillsTeam: Skills

Supplementary skills (some audits):

positive guidance/human factors

specialist skills (such as bridges or signing)

law enforcement

maintenance



RSARsRSARs
Also...Also...

considers the safety of all road users

examines the interaction of project elements



RSARs BenefitsRSARs Benefits

Reduce the number and severity of         
crashes
Promote awareness of safe                   
practices
Process to identify                                             
and address                                               
problems
Considers human                                        
factors and                                           
multimodal issues
Low cost



RSARs ProcedureRSARs Procedure

Safety Planning Section:
Data and other information are gathered
The data is analyzed
Sites along the project eligible for safety funding are 
identified

Pre-briefing
Onsite Visit
Report written
Post meeting
Project Implementation



Site Qualifiers/DisqualifiersSite Qualifiers/Disqualifiers

Qualifiers:
High-crash sites
Injury crashes
Crashes with fatalities

Disqualifiers:
DUI crashes
Crashes involving excessive                  
speeding
Police chases



PrePre--Brief MeetingBrief Meeting
Familiarize with the project area
Look over the data and other info

Collision history
traffic volumes
aerial photos
design drawing
background reports

Especially, familiarize with the 
sites identified as eligible for 
funding
Describe issues, challenges, & constraints.
The team should decide and assign important roles 
such as Driver, Note Taker, Photographer, Report 
Writer, etc.



Onsite VisitOnsite Visit
Inspect the eligible sites
Observe road user characteristics
Observe surrounding land uses
Focus on safety
Consider all road users & environmental 
conditions (day, night, rain, fog, ice, etc.).
Take plenty of legible notes and photos



Onsite VisitOnsite Visit

Drive the audit site several                          
times
Drive all approaches and                               
make all turns
Walk the audit site

Look for:
sight distance obstructions
roadside hazards
driveway issues



Onsite VisitOnsite Visit

Discuss and agree to the guidance to be provided 
in the RSAR Report.
Clearly identify the improvements by location (log 
mile or monument) and number/quantity.

Example:  Add 50 snowplowable markers along the 
centerline and 3 chevron signs to the curve 
from L.M. 5.41 to L.M. 5.51 (near Jones 
Market).

Chevrons



RSAR Report RSAR Report –– Written regarding Written regarding 
observations at eligible locations.observations at eligible locations.

Description of Project and Background
Team members
Assumptions (if any)
Information used in the review
Pre-Brief Summary
Observations
Guidance
Map of eligible sites
Cost estimate



Post MeetingPost Meeting

Review the RSAR Report                              
and Memo
The RSAR Report and                               
Memo are revised, if                                    
needed, and submitted.



RSAR Report RSAR Report –– MPOMPO



RSAR Report RSAR Report –– MPOMPO



RSAR Report RSAR Report –– MPOMPO



RSAR Report RSAR Report –– MPOMPO



RSAR Report RSAR Report –– MPOMPO



RSAR Report RSAR Report –– RPORPO



RSAR Report RSAR Report –– RPORPO



RSAR Report RSAR Report –– RPORPO



RSAR Report RSAR Report –– RPORPO



RSAR Report RSAR Report –– RPORPO



RSAR Notice to ProceedRSAR Notice to Proceed



RSAR Guidance CompletedRSAR Guidance Completed



ReevaluationReevaluation

Every year for a period of 3 years.
Begins 1 year after improvements 
implemented.
Improved sites will be reevaluated to improve 
the RSAR process.



Common Issues and Common Issues and 
ChallengesChallenges

responsibilities
programming and scheduling
effects on project cost
legal liability
management of expectations
resources and references



RSAR ResponsibilitiesRSAR Responsibilities

Commit to safety and the RSAR process.

Commit resource (time, funding, and staff).

Select a qualified RSAR team.

Provide required information.



Potential RSAR SitesPotential RSAR Sites

Technical Committee identify                     
specific locations
Do Preliminary Needs                         
Assessment (Crash Rates)
Actual assessment conducted 
to identify potential safety                        
funding




